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Rethinking the Functions of Community Education in the Context of Public Crisis:
From the Perspective of Community Governance

Wu Zunmin & Jiang Guiyou

Abstract: When a public crisis breaks out, the community’s system and capacity for governance will be seriously
challenged, and it is difficult for the regular community governance and community education to deal with the community
crisis in risk society. The uncertainty of public emergencies results in not only the revelation of the institutional barriers for
the community education to participate in community governance, but also reflections on the current functions of
community education in community construction. When risk society gradually becomes a new regularity facing community
governance, community education contains the possibility of the stronger efficacy of coordination and governance. To cater
to the need for functional transformation, we are supposed to clarify the legal status of community education, strengthen
the consensus on the governance of community education, intensify the collaborative governance of the administrative
system and the community mechanism in the system for community education, and promote the construction of
multi—consultation and collaborative platform so as to increase the capacity for the governance of grass—rooted
communities and develop the system for community governance.

Key words: public crisis; community education; community governance; risk response; reflections on functions

Authors: Wu Zunmin, professor of the Faculty of Education, East China Normal University; Jiang Guiyou, doctoral

student of the Faculty of Education, East China Normal University (Shanghai 200062)

[ S S#: FAT]

— 101 —



